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SANITARY LEGISLATION. 



STATE LAWS AND REGULATIONS PERTAINING TO PUBLIC 

HEALTH. 



NEW YORK. 



Labor Camps — Sanitary Regulation of. 1 (Reg. Industrial Board, Dept. of Labor, 

June 1, 1914.) 

CONSTRUCTION. 

Kule 200. Roof, walls, and floors. — The roof and the walls of every dwelling, shack, 
tenement, barracks, or living quarters of any kind or description must be so con- 
structed as to be watertight. 

Bule 201. In new structures the floor of every room used for sleeping purposes 
must be built of wood, asphalt, or concrete with smooth finish of nonabsorbent cement; 
if built of wood it must be raised at least one foot from the ground and the boards used 
therefor must be planed, tongued and grooved, and at least seven-eighths inch in 
thickness; if built of asphalt or concrete, it must be laid on a solid foundation other 
than earth, and must be at least 2 inches in thickness. All such work must be executed 
in a thorough workmanlike manner. 

Rule 202. In existing structures the floor, if built of wood, must be raised above 
the ground a sufficient distance to allow free circulation of air beneath it. 

Rule 203. The floor of all such living quarters must be kept in good repair. If any 
floor is broken or has such cracks or knotholes that it can not be kept in a dry and 
sanitary condition, it must be repaired or replaced by a new floor. 

Rule 204. Interior partitions. — In every existing structure the interior partitions 
must be at least 10 feet in height or must extend to the ceiling or roof. In every 
structure hereafter erected, every such interior partition must extend to the ceiling or 
roof. Every interior partition must be solid and without open cracks or knot holes. 

Rule 205. Air space and windows. — In every room used for sleeping purposes there 
must be provided not less than 400 cubic feet of air space for each person except that 
not less than 200 cubic feet may be provided for each child under 14 years of age. 

i The following provision is contained in chapter 559, New York Laws, 1913 (Public Health Keports, Oct. 
3 1913, pp. 2082-2083): "Each sanitary inspector, under the direction of the commissioner oi health, and 
subject to the provisions of the sanitary code, shall * * * perform the following duties: * * * 8. In- 
spect from time to time all labor camps within his district and enforce the regulations of the public health 
council in relation thereto. * * *" 

Chap.,195, Laws of 1913, contains the following section: 

"Sec. 98. Labor camps.— Every employer operating a factory and furnishing to the employees thereof any 
living quarters at any place outside the factory, either directly or through any third person by contract or 
otherwise, shall maintain such living quarters and every part thereof in a thoroughly sanitary condition. 
The industrial board shall have power to make rules and regulations to provide for the sanitation of such 
living quarters. The commissioner of labor may enter and inspect any such living qnarters.'^ 
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Rule 206. All living quarters other than tents must be built with windows. Every 
room must have at least one window opening directly to the outer air. Every window 
must be set with glass and so constructed that it can be easily opened. Every window 
opening must have an area of at least 4 square feet and must be at least 1 foot high. 
Every window opening must be protected by mesh, wire netting or other screening to 
prevent the entrance of any person, but not to interfere with the free circulation of air. 

(Note.— This rule is to prevent trespass while encouraging the opening of windows for ventilation.) 

Rule 207. In every existing room used for sleeping purposes having not more than 
one window a transom opening not less than 2 feet by 6 inches must be cut to the outer 
air. Such transom opening must be kept open to admit air but may be covered with 
wire netting or other screening. 

Rule 208. In every structure hereafter erected, unless ventilation through the roof 
is provided, there must be a window or door opening in at least two walls of every 
room, one of which may open upon a hall or passageway opening to the outer air. 

Rule 209. Kitchen and dining room. — There must be maintained in connection with 
all living quarters kitchen and dining-room accommodation under shelter, which shall 
have seats for at least 50 per cent of all persons dwelling in such living quarters, who 
are not otherwise provided with such accommodations under shelter separate from their 
sleeping rooms. 

Rule 210. Beds. — Beds, cots, or bunks must be provided in every room used for 
sleeping purposes, in sufficient numbers for the occupants of the room. Every such 
bed, cot, or bunk must be raised at least 12 inches from the floor. No bed or bunk may 
be placed one above the other. 

Rule 211. No bed, cot, or bunk may be placed at any time nearer than 2 feet from 
the side of any other bed, cot, or bunk in the same room. 

Rule 212. Privies and water-closets. — Separate privies or water-closets must be' 
provided for each sex, and at the entrance clearly marked "Men" or "Women," in 
English and the principal native languages of the persons living in the camp. No 
person shall be allowed to use or frequent a privy or water-closet assigned to the 
opposite sex. 

Rule 213. No privy may be located less than 25 feet distant from any living quar- 
ters, and the entrance to every privy must be not less than 20 feet distant from the 
entrance to a privy assigned to the opposite sex. One privy or water-closet which is 
readily accessible must be supplied for every 20 persons of each sex occupying the 
living quarters. For more than 100 persons, one privy or water-closet may be supplied 
for every 25 persons. 

Rule 214. The entrance to every privy or water-closet compartment must be 
screened by a vestibule or by a stationary screen at least 2 feet wider than the entrance 
door, extending to a height of at least 6J feet. 

Rule 215. Every privy vault must be water-tight and fly proof and the walls of 
every privy vault hereafter built must extend not less than 12 inches above the surface 
of the surrounding ground. 

Rule 216. Every privy must be ventilated by an unobstructed opening to the 
outer air, other than the door, which has an area of at least 144 square inches. Every 
privy must be provided with a door. Every window and ventilating opening of a 
privy must be protected by metal screens which will prevent the entrance of flies, 
and every door must be provided with a self-closing device to keep it closed. 

Rule 217. Water supply.— -Water must be supplied for drinking and washing 
purposes in every camp. It must be obtained from a source and in quantities satis- 
factory to the commissioner of labor. Every employer must furnish such water at 
the living quarters provided for his employees. 
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Rule 218. Where there is no stream or lake accessible for bathing, and no baths are 
provided for the use of the camp, shacks or sheds, separate for each sex, removed from 
each other and at all times accessible, must be provided for bathing purposes. 

Rule 219. Tubs and water for laundry purposes must be provided in or adjacent 
to all living quarters. 

Rule 220. Drainage. — The premises and surrounding ground of all living quarters 
and areas or passageways connected therewith must be kept thoroughly drained so 
that no stagnant water can collect or remain thereon. 

Rule 221. Readily accessible slop sinks must be provided to carry off all liquid 
waste. The pouring of such waste upon the ground near the living quarters is pro- 
hibited. All waste must be disposed of in such a way as not to contaminate the water 
supply of the camp, and in accordance with any rules of the State department of health 
and regulations of the public health council relating thereto. 

MAINTENANCE. 

Rule 222. — Housing. — No room located more than one floor above the ground floor 
in any house of frame construction may be used for sleeping quarters without the 
written consent of the commissioner of labor. 

Rule 223. At least two rooms must be provided for every family composed of 
husband and wife and one or more children above the age of 10 years. 

Rule 224. Sleeping accommodations must be provided in rooms which shall be 
separate for each sex for all males and females other than those who are housed 
together with their own immediate families. 

Rule 225 — Beds and bedding. — At the beginning of every season all living quarters 
and all beds, cots or bunks, mattresses, pillows and covers must be entirely clean and 
free from all vermin. The commissioner of labor may at any time thereafter order 
the immediate cleansing and disinfection of such premises and articles, or destmction 
of such articles. 

Rule 226— Refuse and garbage receptacles. — Metal, sheet-iron or sheet-iron lined 
receptacles, or other receptacles of solid construction, with covers so constructed 
and arranged as to prevent the entrance of flies and other insects, must be placed 
adjacent and convenient to all living quarters. All refuse and garbage must be placed 
therein, and at least every other day, or whenever the receptacle is full, must be 
destroyed by fire, or removed to a safe distance from any building or dwelling and so 
deposited as not to create a nuisance. 

Rule 227 — Privies. — Every privy vault must be emptied at least once a month, 
and at more frequent intervals if necessary. In no case must it be allowed to over- 
flow. Removable metal receptacles or cans may be used instead of privy vaults if 
they are water-tight and emptied whenever necessary to prevent overflowing. Dry 
sand, fine dry earth, lime, or sawdust must at all times be provided in a receptacle in 
every privy and used at frequent intervals to deodorize the contents of the vault. 

Rule 228. Every privy must be cleaned by the thorough removal of all excreta to 
a safe distance from any building or dwelling, and such excreta must be so deposited 
and so disposed of on or bene.Uh the surface of the ground as not to create a nuisance or 
permit the collection of flie^ or other insects. 

Rule 229— Cleanliness.— Every dwelling, shack, tenement, barrracks, or living 
quarters of any kind or description and every part thereof and all the premises, slop 
sinks and privies connected therewith, must at all times be kept in a clean and sanitary 
condition and free from dirt, filth, garbage and rubbish. 

Rule 230. Caretaker.— In every camp composed of 10 or more persons there must 
be at least 1 employee whose specific duty it shall be to enforce the rules as to cleanli- 
ness and the removal of dirt, filth, garbage, rubbish, and excreta. 
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Rule 231. Duties of employer. — Every employer operating a factory and furnishing 
to the employees thereof any living quarters shall be responsible for the enforcement 
of every rule herein contained. 

Rule 232. Duties of employees. — Every person living in any living quarters to which 
these rules apply shall also be responsible for the carrying out of all provisions which 
immediately concern or affect his conduct. 

SECTION 1275 OP THE PENAL LAW. 

Violations of provisions of the industrial code. — Any person who violates or does not 
comply with any provision of the * * * industrial code * * * is guilty of 
a misdemeanor, and, upon conviction, shall be punished * * * for a first offense 
by a fine of not less than $20 nor more than $50; for a second offense by a fine of not less 
than $50 nor more than $250, or by imprisonment for not more than 30 days, or by 
both such fine and imprisonment; for a third offense by a fine of not less than $250, 
or by imprisonment for not more than 60 days, or by both such fine and imprisonment. 



